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In this issue… 

 Renovating the Eastern 
Section of the WHT  

 Acquiring Land for the 
Sara Steele Trailhead 

 Closing the Middle Gap 

 Progress on the Turtle 
Creek Connector Trail 

 Spring Membership 
Drive Ends Soon! 

 Support March for Parks 

 Remembering a  WHT 
Founder: Noel Grimm 

 Corporate Sponsorships 
Now Available 

 Spotlight on a WHT 
Trailside Partner 
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UPCOMING BOARD 

MEETINGS 

March 14 — 7 PM via Zoom. Link will 

be sent to members with 

agenda and minutes. 

April 11 — 7 PM, The Lamplighter, 

Delmont 

May 9 — 7 PM, Pedora Park, Export 

 

OTHER TRAIL EVENTS 

March 23 — March for Parks 

8 AM to Noon at Twin Lakes 

Park.  See Page 8 for details. 

April 27 —  Bataan Memorial March 

8 AM to 4 PM,  Zones 4 & 5 

(sponsored by the Norwin Air 

Force JROTC)  

June 1— WHT Community Festival 

and 2nd Annual Poker Run  

9 AM to 2 PM, Murrysville Com-

munity Center & Zone 4 

Happy Spring to all of our trail 

members and supporters! 

It won’t be long now until we will 

start spending more time outside 

and on the trail.   In this newsletter, 

you will learn about new updates 

to the eastern section of the trail, 

and progress toward completing 

the Middle Gap and connecting to 

the Great Allegheny Passage. 

There are many ways you can help 

support these ongoing efforts.  

Some are as simple as renewing 

your trail membership (page 7), 

donating to March for Parks All-

Trails Team (page 8), becoming a 

trail ambassador or volunteer 

(page 9), on up to becoming one of 

our trail’s first Annual Corporate 

Sponsors (page 10). 

Whatever you choose, know that 

your support of our all-volunteer 

trail is deeply appreciated! 
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RENOVATION PROJECT NEARLY COMPLETE 

FOR ZONES 1 AND 2 OF THE TRAIL 

Two contractor crews (and volunteer supervisor 

Malcolm Sias) worked hard from November to Janu-

ary to complete the resurfacing of the eastern half 

of the trail.  New crushed limestone was packed 

down on the trail by one crew, while the other crew 

drained ditches and swales along the trail shoulder 

and made sure all of the drainage pipes were still 

functioning.  The stone wall near Saltsburg was ren-

ovated and a new gate was installed on the east side 

of Route 981, allowing the bollards to be removed.  

Some parts of the renovation project remain to be 

completed in the coming weeks, but Zones 1 and 2 

should be in great shape by the arrival of spring! 

Photo credits: Thomas Fazio (right); Malcolm Sias (below)  
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SECURING PROPERTY RIGHTS TO THE SARA STEELE TRAILHEAD 

When Zone 1 of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail was originally constructed 

there was one location east of Slickville where the former railroad line was too 

hard to follow.  That was near Getty Run, where the rail line had originally 

crossed over County Road on two bridges which had long since been removed. 

To avoid the need to build 

new bridges, the trail chapter 

obtained a long-term lease 

from a local landowner, Sara 

Steele, allowing the trail to 

follow Getty Run and stay 

south of County Road. This 

also enabled a trailhead to be 

added at this site. 

Sara Steele’s three grandsons inherited her property in 2023 and reached out to 

the Westmoreland Heritage Trail to see if we wanted to buy the land beneath 

the trail instead of leasing it.  They also offered us the opportunity to purchase 

other nearby lots to protect the forested views in this section of the trail. 

Financial support from Westmoreland 

County Parks and Recreation Citizen’s 

Advisory Board and the Westmoreland 

Land Trust helped the Regional Trail 

Corporation purchase the 5-acre north-

ern section of Parcel 10 under our trail 

(shown as a dark dashed line).  In addition, the RTC is currently closing on a 

sales agreement for Parcel 8, which sits adjacent to the original rail corridor.  

This will protect the forested ‘view shed’ of our trail from future development. 
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WORKING (SLOWLY) TO CONNECT THE MIDDLE GAP 

The most common question that trail users ask, either through the WHT web-

site or when they meet a WHT Trail Ambassador or volunteer, is “When are you 

guys going to connect the two halves of the trail?”  It’s not an easy question to 

answer, partly because the exact trail 

route between Delmont and Export 

has not been completely finalized, 

and partly because a lot of additional 

grant funding will be needed to help 

the trail pass underneath Route 66, 

as the original rail line once did. 

The good news, however, is that we  

continue to make progress toward 

this long-term goal.  An easement 

agreement is currently under review 

which will allow the trail to cross the property of the White Valley Social Club, 

across from Pedora Park.  We are also nearing completion of the donation 

agreement that will convey the section of trail that will run parallel to Industrial 

Drive, just east of Route 66 near the future Dollar General store. 

Finally, there is hope on the horizon for obtaining the grants that we need, since 

a major focus of both state and federal funding in the coming years will be on 

trail connections.  Grant applications are being prepared to fund the construc-

tion of trail adjacent to the future tunnel, so that PennDOT will be more likely to 

approve our eventual application to cross under Route 66.  Funding has already 

been secured for the pre-construction phase of this work on both sides of Route 

66 and also for the tunnel itself.  Our ‘middle gap’ may not be connected in the 

near future, but as you can see there is a lot of progress being made! 
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UPDATES FROM THE TURTLE CREEK CONNECTOR TRAIL PROJECT 

Friends of the Riverfront (FOTR) and the Pennsylvania Environmental Council 
(PEC) recently sent out an email update about the Turtle Creek Connector Trail. 
These two groups partnered together in the Fall of 2022 to continue the work 
begun by Allegheny County on securing funding, designing, and installing nine 
miles of trail through the Turtle Creek Valley.  The goal of this project is to con-
nect the Westmoreland Heritage Trail’s western end in Trafford to the site of 
Carrie Furnace and eventually to the Great Allegheny Passage (GAP) Trail. 

The FOTR-PEC project team has spent the past year meeting with various Turtle 
Creek Valley communities and neighboring property owners to discuss the final 
alignment of the trail. The discussions that have occurred with Norfolk-Southern 
about the unused rail  line north of Turtle Creek (the former Westinghouse In-
dustrial Railroad) are in a very preliminary stage, but they do include the small 
section of that line which is needed to complete the Westmoreland Heritage 
Trail from B.Y. Park to downtown Trafford. 

Additional public meetings will be held 
in 2024 to share the trail’s alignment 
options and final design.  If you are in-
terested in learning more or keeping up 
with this project, head to Friends of the 
Riverfront’s project webpage at: 

https://friendsoftheriverfront.org/trail_dev/turtle-creek-connector-trail/ 

https://friendsoftheriverfront.org/trail_dev/turtle-creek-connector-trail/
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OUR 2nd ANNUAL SPRING MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IS UNDERWAY! 

The spring membership drive has been very productive, adding 38 renewed 
memberships and 7 new memberships to our trail chapter so far this month.  

It’s not too late to enter the drawing! Just head over to our website and select 
your level of membership.  You do not need to have a PayPal account to use the 
PayPal payment option, any credit or debit card can be used as well. Thanks! 

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/become-a-member-2/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/become-a-member-2/
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

We are always in need of volunteers! 

Your time spent on the trail counts as 

an in-kind donation, making the trail 

eligible for higher levels of grant fund-

ing because we can show that we have 

‘matched’ the cash award with our 

many volunteer hours. 

There are several opportunities availa-

ble to help support the trail. These in-

clude: trail maintenance and special 

projects, public relations, fundraising 

events, festivals, clean-ups or by joining 

one of our committees.    

We especially welcome any dedicated 

runners, walkers, and bike-riders to 

become Trail Ambassadors.  Ambassa-

dors help monitor conditions on the 

trail and let other trail users know 

about our trail policies.  

If interested – All you need to do is 

attend one of our meetings! We meet 

the second Thursday of each month at 

7 PM, at different locations throughout 

the year.  See the second page of this 

newsletter for more specific details.  

IN MEMORIAM: NOEL GRIMM 

Our trail lost another of its founding 

fathers recently.  Noel Grimm joined 

the Westmoreland Heritage Trail at the 

beginning and worked to develop and 

maintain the trail for 17 years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noel served as the chapter president 

for several years. It was the joy of his 

retirement to help with trail mainte-

nance, doing whatever it took to keep 

it in good shape.  He spent many hours 

riding his bicycle on the trail.  He will 

be missed by his many friends and col-

leagues in our organization.  

Noel Grimm (left) with fellow founder Rey Peduzzi. 
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The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter is an all-volunteer 

organization associated with the Regional Trail Corporation, 

a non-profit 501(c)(3) entity which promotes the conversion 

of abandoned railroad corridors to recreational trails across 

Westmoreland, Fayette, and Allegheny Counties.  

2024 CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Do you have or know of a business that would like to have their logo shown to 

the thousands of people who use our trail throughout the year?  If so, a WHT 

Corporate Sponsorship might be of interest to them!  In return for an annual do-

nation of $1000 or more, a Corporate Sponsor will have their name and logo 

shown in several spots along the trail, listed on any promotional clothing such as 

event t-shirts, and displayed prominently both on the WHT website and here in 

the newsletter.  Interested companies can contact whtsecretary@gmail.com. 

SPOTLIGHT ON A 

TRAILSIDE PARTNER 

There are many businesses near the 

trail that help us out in smaller ways, 

from donating auction baskets to 

providing Day of Caring volunteers for 

trail projects.  In this issue, we salute 

“Joey’s The Edge Tavern” in Export for 

their many years of generous support of 

the trail and our community events.   

www.facebook.com/p/Joeys-The-Edge-

100061228969286/  

https://regionaltrailcorp.org/
mailto:whtsecretary@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/p/Joeys-The-Edge-100061228969286/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Joeys-The-Edge-100061228969286/

