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UPCOMING 
MEETINGS/EVENTS 

      

      April 14, 2022  

     WHT Monthly Board Meeting – 7 p.m. 

     April 23, 2022  

     Bataan Memorial March 

     Sponsored by Norwin AFJROTC 

     April 23, 2022 

     East Suburban Trailblazers 

     May 12, 2022 

     WHT Monthly Board Meeting – 7 p.m.   

     June 4, 2022 

     WHT Trail Towns Festival 

     June 7, 2022 

     Joyriders on the WHT 

     June 9, 2022 

     WHT Monthly Board Meeting – 7 p.m.   

     June 30 – July 3, 2022 

     Westmoreland Heritage Arts Festival   

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volume 3/Issues 1 & 2     

January - June 2022 

 

Spring is when you feel like whistling 

even with a shoe full of slush. 

So, seems to be the case this spring with 

temperatures warm and breezy one day 

and sleet and snow the next.  But the trail 

is busy with walkers, runners, riders and 

even cross-country skiers no matter what 

the skies bring.   Over the winter we were 

able to enjoy the return of Comedy Night 

and March for Parks as well as new and 

renewed members.   As our memberships 

increase, we have obtained some new 

volunteers to help on the trail.   Trail 

Towns Festival is in the planning stages 

and is scheduled for June 4th, rain or 

shine.  Details are included in this 

newsletter.  Continuous sunny days are 

surely right around the corner.  Get out 

and enjoy the trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FREE LIBRARIES 

The first free library was installed last 

fall in Slickville and two more are 

forthcoming.  One will be located at 

either Carson Braun or Export and the 

other at Saunders Station.   We thank 

Eileen Elicker, Ann Wade and 

Wendy Davis who will become our 

volunteer librarians. 

NEW SIGNAGE FOR THE TRAIL 

The WHT received a grant from the Laurel Highlands Landscape Mini Grant to 

help promote safety along the trail.  Monies received purchased sandwich boards 

which will display rules and etiquette along the trail. Expect to see them the early 

part of May.         

  

 

 



The Westmoreland Trailblazers (of the Leadership Westmoreland Class of 2022) 

The Westmoreland Trailblazers introduced themselves to the WHT back in November and agreed 

to partner with Westmoreland Heritage Trail to help with its membership drive.   The group have 

reached out to businesses to support the trail by offering a discount at their location to WHT 

members.   New members and renewed memberships will receive a WHT Trail Member card that 

is valid until 3/1/23 at participating locations.    We continue to seek businesses that would like to 

participate.   There is no cost for the business to be included other than the cost of the offer they 

choose to provide.   For more information contact westmorelandtrailblazers@gmail.com.

For the list of participating businesses and discounts being offered, visit 

the membership section of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail website: 

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/become-a-member-2/.   

You can also access the information by opening the camera on 

your smart phone, scanning the QR code to or on the back of your 

WHT member card and following the generated link.     

2nd WHT TRAIL TOWNS FESTIVAL 

We are seeking volunteers to help prepare and work our second WHT Trail Towns 

Festival schedule on Saturday, June 4th.    There will be food, music, auction baskets, 

kids activities in each of the locations starting in Trafford (B-Y Park) from 10am-

1pm, then Export (VFD Pavilion) from 1pm-4pm, and Slickville (VFD 

Pavilion) from 4pm – 7pm.   We are also seeking sponsors donating levels of $50, 

$150 or $250 as well as businesses and non-profits who want to set up a table.   

Registration for participants is $10 per person, children under 10 are free.   Registration 

will be available on our website www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com 

or complete the registration form and mail 

in a check.    

Forms attached with this newsletter.    

Please contact Vicki Rudge 412-225-2284 or 

email whtpr2017@gmail.com for all details.  

mailto:westmorelandtrailblazers@gmail.com
https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/become-a-member-2/
http://www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com/
mailto:whtpr2017@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

  

This year we were shy of six tickets for a completely sold-out evening on February 19th.   

All attending were able to enjoy dinner and drinks along with 50/50 chances, auction 

baskets along with comedians giving everyone an opportunity a night out since covid has 

controlled our lives for the past two years.  All proceeds from this event are shared between 

WHT and Five Star Trails.  Next year let’s go for that sell out!!! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     
     
     
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

MARCH FOR PARKS 

The March for Parks is always a fun event to raise money 

for new park and trail projects in Westmoreland County.   

On March 26th you were able to visit a favorite park or trail 

and participate in fun family activities and games.   All 

proceeds from March for Parks are used for park and trail 

improvements in Westmoreland County         

 

 

PA NATURALIST 

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM 

PA Naturalist Volunteer Program will be making 

their presence on social media this year. Enjoy 

sights along the WHT with pictures and 

narratives from PA Master Naturalists.   Learn 

about some of our natural features, plants, 

animals, sights, sounds and more that you can 

find along the WHT corridor.  They will share 

their knowledge and educate trail users of the 

various plants and trees such as skunk cabbage, 

coltsfoot, sycamore trees, common merganser 

and much, much more. 

 

 

 



 
  

JOYRIDERS TO VISIT AGAIN ON JUNE 7TH 

The Joyriders will return to the trail to allow individuals from the 

Redstone Highlands some time on the trail again.   These are 

trained volunteers who assemble wheelchairs to the front of their 

specially designed and made E-Bike carrying the passenger in 

front of them. Come out and watch those residents enjoy some 

time on the trail at Roberts Parcel Trailhead.   WHT has 

established their own fund to collect monies to purchase our own 

duet bike.    Please consider donating so we can help support this 

endeavor for limited mobility individuals.    We are also seeking 

companies that would like to help make this purchase happen. 

Please let them know our plans for the future.        

 

 

 

 

Joyriders on the WHT on July 20, 2021 

TRAIL AMBASSADOR TRAINING 

Trail Ambassador Training will be held on April 26th.  

Those interested should contact Stan Rudge at star15644@verizon.net to register.   

Next class will not be held until August or September.  

 

mailto:star15644@verizon.net


 
  

TRAFFORD ROAD BRIDGE 

Resurfacing of the Trafford Road Bridge is now completed.   Thank you to Westmoreland 

County Parks and Westmoreland Heritage Trail Volunteers who did a great job replacing the 

bridge.  They were able to complete this project in just seven days.    What a team effort!    

 

 

 

 

New Maintenance Container 

Mile marker 18.75 will become home to a new maintenance container 

similar to the one in Murrysville and Slickville.  Volunteers will be 

preparing the location on April 27th for its arrival on April 28th.   This is 

located near the Franklin Township Municipal Sanitary Authority. 

 



 
  

SAUNDERS STATION TRAILHEAD 

It seems our volunteers never know what they may 

encounter.  In early April we were notified that two stop 

signs on WHT were missing.   The signs were illegally 

removed by literally sawing them off the post.  This was 

reported to the Monroeville Police Department. Perhaps it 

is time for some surveillance cameras in that area. Thank 

you to the Tribune Review who follows our Face Book 

page and appreciate their support in reporting not only 

the good that is done on the trail but unfortunately 

challenges, too. 

 

 

 

 

PET OWNERS 

If you bring your pets to the WHT, it is YOUR 

responsibility to pick up the waste and take it with you. 

DO NOT leave your bags.   This is the biggest 

complaint we receive about our trail.   Do not leave 

behind to pick up when you turn around.   No one 

wants to see it or smell it.   Carry it with you!    This is 

no one’s responsibility except you the pet owner. 
 



 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

We are always in need of volunteers! There are many opportunities available to 

help support the trail. These include: trail maintenance and special projects 

public relations, fundraising events, festivals, clean-ups or by joining one of our committees. 

If interested – Attend one of our meetings! 

We meet the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. – Location: TBA 

The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter (WHTC) is a volunteer organization associated with the Regional Trail Corporation. 

The Regional Trail Corporation is a non-profit entity within Westmoreland, Fayette and Allegheny Counties, which promotes 

the conversion of abandoned railroad corridors to recreational trails. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Do you know how to 

   report tree issues??? 

 

Follow us on Facebook, and Twitter: 

   https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/ 

 

 

  

 

FACE BOOK, TWITTER AND 

WHT WEBSITE 

Face Book and Twitter continue to 

increase their followers.  Face Book is 

waiting for our 3,000th follower and that 

individual will receive a prize from the 

WHT.   Are you following social media?    

If not, our website also pulls Face Book 

and Twitter so you can follow what’s 

happening on that site as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

EVENTS ON THE WHT 

Any event on the trail must receive a 

permit from the RTC and approval 

from the WHT Board.    For 

information to reserve a date holding 

an event or apply for a permit, contact 

RTC at 724-872-5586 or 

regionaltrails@comcast.net. 

 

HELP WANTED:    

Volunteers are needed with working 

on WHT newsletter, and special 

events such as the Trail Towns 

Festival forthcoming.   

Please contact Vicki Rudge 

412-225-2284 or 

whtpr2017@gmail.com 

 

https://westmorelandheritagetrail.com/
https://twitter.com/TrailHeritage
https://www.facebook.com/WestmorelandHeritageTrail/
https://www.facebook.com/WestmorelandHeritageTrail/
https://twitter.com/TrailHeritage
mailto:regionaltrails@comcast.net


        
 

WESTMORELAND HERITAGE TRAIL 

                Trail Towns Festival – June 4, 2022 

 

 

Dear Friends of the Westmoreland Heritage Trail, 

 

Our second Trail Towns Festival is scheduled on National Trail Day, Saturday, June 

4th, after  having to postpone due to Covid the past two years.   We invite our trail 

users to join us in a celebration of our awesome trail.   

 

There will be food, music, drinks and festivities in Trafford (B-Y Park) from 10am-

1pm, Export VFD Pavilion from 1pm-4pm and Slickville VFD Pavilion from 

4pm-7pm.  Registration will be available at each of these locations as well as 

Saunders Station trailhead and Roberts Parcel trailhead the day of the event payable 

by cash or check.    You can also pre-register on our website via electronic payment 

www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com.   Local businesses are being asked to set up 

table space ($25.00 fee) to promote their businesses and supply a give-away item to 

those stopping by to visit or make a donation in support of the trail.     Non-profit 

organizations will be waived the fee BUT are asked to donate a raffle basket for the 

auction.   This is your opportunity to promote your business! 

 

We are seeking sponsorships at the level of $50, $150 or $250 made payable to the 

WESTMORELAND HERITAGE TRAIL to support our efforts in providing the 

best possible trail system to our users.   All funds raised will be used towards 

maintenance and improvements to the trail.  

 

Deadline for sponsorship, donations and table reservations is May 24th. 

 

Thank you for your time and we appreciate your consideration.   Please contact me 

at your earliest possible convenience to let us know if we can count on your support 

for this event.  The Westmoreland Heritage Trail Chapter is a part of the 501(c) 

non-profit Regional Trail Corporation, and your contribution is tax deductible.  

Make checks payable to Westmoreland Heritage Trail and mail to Chris Panichella, 

Westmoreland Heritage Trail, 194 Donohoe Road, Greensburg, PA 15601. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Vicki L. Rudge 

WHT PR, Chair 

whtpr2017@gmail.com 

412-225-2284 

  
 

 
PRESIDENT  
Stan Rudge 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
Rob Cronauer 
 
SECRETARY 
Alyssa Davis 
 
TREASURER 
Chris Panichella 
 
BOARD 

Gordon Conn 

Wendy Davis 

Tom Dittman 

Chad Emahizer 

Elizabeth Ferri 

Richard Fisher 

Kerry Jobe 

Brandon Lancia 

Jack Maher 

Monica Meehan 

Mary Grace Muster 

Pat Norton 

William O’Hara 

Chris Panichella 

Vicki Rudge 

Malcolm Sias 

Annamarie Stackiewicz 

Ann Wade 
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       TRAIL TOWNS FESTIVAL 2022 

      BUSINESS & NON-PROFIT SPONSOR REGISTER/CONTACT FORM 

Business Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:___________________________________________State:__________Zipcode:________________ 

Phone:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Trail Head Location (see below) _________________________________________________________ 

(Select Trafford B-Y Park, Export VFD Pavilion or Slickville VFD Pavilion) 

BUSINESS SPONSORS are invited to rent a table for this event in the amount of $25.00.  Please provide 

free give away items to participants promoting your business.    Please provide your own 

tent/chairs/tables. 

______Reserve a space for my business for this event -  $25.00 check enclosed 

______Will become a sponsor without a table display -  check enclosed 

______Will donate a raffle basket 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS:  The $25 fee will be waived but will donate a raffle basket for the 

auction table.   Please provide your own tent/chairs/tables. 

___ Our non-profit organization would like to reserve space and donate a raffle basket 

Any questions contact Vicki Rudge (WHT PR, Chair) at whtpr2017@gmail.com or call 412-225-2284. Mail 

form and check payable to Westmoreland Heritage Trail by May 24th to:   

Chris Panichella    

Westmoreland Heritage Trail  

194 Donohoe Road,   Greensburg, PA 15601    

  

mailto:whtpr2017@gmail.com


                     WHT TRAIL TOWNS FESTIVAL 6/4/22 

       REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

Westmoreland Heritage Trail is hosting its second Trail Towns Festival on Saturday, June 4th, 2022.   This 

event had been postponed the past two years due to Covid.   It’s also National Trail Day so ride your 

bikes, walk, jog, or push a stroller and join us in the festivities for this fundraiser supporting the trail.   All 

funds raised go towards maintenance and improvement of the trail. 

We will be hosting music, food, auction raffle baskets, and other festivities at three locations.  Begin at 

Trafford in the B-Y Park from 10am-1pm, then continue on to Export VFD Pavilion 1-4pm and finish your 

day at the Slickville VFD Pavilion from 4pm-7pm.   Finally, you can also finish your day on the trail visiting 

Saltsburg Canal Days for their annual spectacular fireworks display. 

Those registering for the event will also be entered into Grand Prize drawings that will be held at the 

monthly WHT Board Meeting on Thursday, June 9th.    Winners need not be present. 

PRE-REGISTSRATION: Registration fee for this event is $10.00 per person; children under 10 

free.  You can register at our website www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com.     You can also register 

the day of the event at the following trailheads: Trafford, Export, Saunders Station or Roberts 

Parcel or Slickville or mail check using following form. 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR  MAIL IN REGISTRATION:  Make checks payable to WHT or pay cash at Trafford, Export, Saunders 

Station, Roberts Parcel or Slickville trail heads day of the fundraiser.   Mail to: Chris Panichella, 

Westmoreland Heritage Trail, 194 Donohoe Road, Greensburg, PA  15601.  

Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:____________________________________________ Quantity:_______________________ 

Trail head Entry:_______________________________________ Amount Pd $____________________ 

 

http://www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com/

