WHT

WESTMORELAND

HERITAGE TRAIL

(www.westmorelandheritagetrail.com)

Meeting Minutes May 12, 2022
Lamplighter Restaurant, Delmont

Meeting Attendees:

a. Board: (14) Robert Cronauer, Alyssa Davis, Tom Dittman, Elizabeth Ferri, Rick Fisher, Brandon Lacina,
Jack Maher, Monica Meehan, Mary Grace Muster, Bill O’Hara, Stan Rudge, Vicki Rudge, Malcolm Sias,
and Ann Wade

b. Absent Board: (7) Gordon Conn, Wendy Davis, Chad Emabhizer, Kerry Jobe, Pat Norton, Chris
Panichella, and AnnaMarie Stackiewicz

c. Guests: Jeff Richards, Jerry Detar, Joseph Hlista, Dolores O’Hara, Jerry Babcock, Christopher
Begeman, Barbara Coulter, Jim Coulter

President Stan Rudge led the recitation of “The Pledge of Allegiance” and then called the meeting to order

at 7:04 pm.

Presidents’ Comment — A moment of silence for the passing of long time trail advocate Rey Peduzzi was

taken. WHT also sent a flower arrangement to the family.

Public Input/Introductions — Lifetime member Justina Latimer and 10-year members Barb & Jim Coulter

introduced themselves.

Approval of Minutes —

a. A motion was made to approve the April minutes by Sias, 2" by Wade, motion carried, minutes
approved.

Treasurer’s Report —Chris Panichella

a. Mabher reported on behalf of Panichella. To date, we have $53,733.47 in the Money Market account,
$30,325.21 in the checking account, and $60,000.00 invested for a total of $144,058.68 in current
assets. We have $16,392.49 in fixed assets making our total assets $160,451.17.

b. Our total revenue for 2022 is $28,294.50. Total expenses were $22,658.36 for a net revenue of
$5,672.01.

c. Maher noticed that the $9,918.00 expense of trail construction was listed incorrectly and was not
actually an expense. This will be corrected for May’s treasurer’s report.

d. A motion was made to approve the April treasurer’s report by Muster, 2" by Meehan, motion
carried, report approved.

Committee Reports —

a. Membership — Gordon Conn
i. President Rudge reported that Conn has resigned at the Monroeville representative and

membership chairman. Conn will continue to carry out the membership chairman duties until the

end of 2022 and train the new chairperson. A huge thanks to Conn for his years of commitment

to the trail! President Rudge sent a letter to the mayor of Monroeville and Paul Estok asking for a

new nomination. Jeff Richards reported that he spoke to Estok, and Estok is willing to serve as

interim Monroeville rep. until a permanent one is selected.
ii. WHT is now accepting someone to step up as the new membership chairperson. If you are
interested, please reach out to President Rudge.

b. Engineering and Construction — Jeff Richards

i.  We are still awaiting on award announcements for the DCNR maintenance grant that was
submitted for the eastern part of the WHT.

ii. The Murrysville Planning Commission accepted a plan for a new Dollar General near Rte 66.
Coordination will be needed between all parties involved as this will determine future tunnel
decisions for the WHT Middle Gap connection. The next Murrysville public hearing is on June
14,
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iii. The $140,000 proposal for the Wilson Run to Rte 66 future trail segment (approx. 1.4 miles)
submitted to the Southwest PA Commission Smart Transportation Funding Program has still
not been announced. This proposal is to complete designs that would bring the project to a
detail that it could then be bid out. A was submitted. Conceptual plans for this section were
on display at the meeting.

a. Other possible developments on the White Valley Athletic & Social Club property
near the future trail corridor are being discussed. Rob C, Ann W, and Rick F have
agreed to be WHT liaisons for this project.

iv. The acquisition agreement with the landowner east of Route 66 is almost complete.

v. Estok reports that the bridge design for the Monroeville Valley Park project is still moving. It
is in the permit application stage. Jeff Richards broached the subject that if a bathroom
couldn’t be built at Valley Park, is there interest/option to build one at Saunders Station?
Discussion back and forth determined that this could be brought up in the future when more
information was available.

vi. The Export extension is waiting on the needed trail easement before construction can begin.

Trail Ambassadors — Stan Rudge

i. There were 26 attendees at the most recent training event held at the West. Conservation
District building in Greensburg. WHT now has 35 certified Trail Ambassadors, and in-kind
hours will continue to be collected and reported throughout the year.

Maintenance
i.  Monroeville will be cleaning out a few clogged pipes.
Public Relations — Vicki Rudge

i. Facebook followers are at 3,017 and Twitter is at 151.

a. Emily Hickson was the 3,000 FB follower!

ii. The Level Green Women’s Club donated $150 to the WHT.

iii. Trail Towns Festival will take place on June 4! Please sign up to volunteer and help advertise
if you can’t attend! The event is rain or shine!

Old Business

a.

PA Master Naturalist Volunteer Project — Educational Posts on Social Media

i.  Carol Byers reported that the PA Master Naturalists submitted a sponsorship for the Trail Towns
Festival and would also have an educational table at the event. Facebook posts continue with
positive engagement!

New storage container and outfittings near FTMSA

i.  The new container has been delivered and installed. A huge thanks to Eidemiller Contracting,
Rob C, Malcolm S. and President Rudge for all their hard work! A set of Stihl equipment has been
purchased for the container as well as additional work accessories and tools.

Safety Initiative Signs

i.  Allsignage and A-frames have been placed. The signage will be changed every 3 weeks or so to
keep messages fresh and vary them throughout the trail length.

Keep PA Beautiful trail section adoption

i.  There has been no movement on this effort from the interested party.

Appreciation Dinner Committee

i.  Norton, Karen Cercone, and Meehan have once again volunteered to organize the meeting in
September. More details will be shared when closer to the event.

Cleveland Bros. fence slats at blind curve

i.  Rob Cand President Rudge removed some of the slats for better visibility along the curve.

New Business

a.

Trail Events
i. Asuggested donation of $1/participant for all events on the trail has been added to the
trail event form.
ii. GLXC Racing requested two dates for events on the trail, both from Carson Braun to
School Rd, 7-12 pm, with approx. 200 participants.
1. Motion to approve Sept. 10 event date was made by Sias, 2" by Cronauer,
motion carried, event approved.
2. Motion to approve Oct. 29 event date was made by Cronauer, 2™ by Sias,
motion carried, event approved.



iii. Heather Shearer is requesting to hold another Ted Hayes Memorial event on August 20
from Slickville to Saltsburg, 10AM-3PM, approx. 100-125 participants. This would be like
last year’s event in coordination with the WHT.

1. A motion to approve the event on August 20 was made by Sias, 2" by
Cronauer, motion carried, event approved.
b. Wrap-up of Trailblazers membership program
i. Abig WHT THANK YOU goes out to the Trailblazers for all their hard work in putting
together this program. Bri presented a brief summary of the program to those in
attendance. They raised $1,200 to get the program up and running! President Rudge
explained how this was a learning process for everyone, and he hopes to continue to
move it forward after WHT takes the program over!
c. Select WHT Mission & Vision Statements-tabled until June meeting
d. Parking Concession at Festival
i. Sias encouraged everyone to sign up if available!
e. Mary Grace Muster resignation
i. Muster has resigned from her position as Loyalhanna rep. to the trail. A new rep. has
already been selected by Loyalhanna — Geri Lombardo — who was in attendance this
evening. A big thanks to her for all of the time and effort she has committed to the trail
in the past years!
Next month’s meeting will take place at Pedora Park in Export.

On a motion by Wade, 2" by Meehan, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Alyssa Davis, Secretary



